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Office Action Summary 




_ maiung date gf Ms commum . catl - on appears on the cover sheet W ith the correspondence eddress - 

TsHOrSd STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE _JL MONTH(S) FROM 

mailing date of this communication. statutoiv minimum of thirty (30) days wilt be considered timely, 

earned patent Htm adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 ) 55 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 4pr ?5, 2003 . 

2a) □ This action is FINAL. 2b) R This action is non-final. 

3,D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for forma, -«ers prosecution as to the merits ,s 
closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims , 

is/are pending in the application 

4)LX i Clatm(s) J 



5)1 



4a) Of the above, claim(s) 
] Claim(s) 



6) lxi Claim(s)_/_ 

7) D C!aim(s)_ 

8) D Claims 



is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

is/are allowed. 

is/are rejected. 

is/are objected to. 



are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 



Application Papers 
9)D The specification is objected to by the Examiner 



10)D The drawing(s) filed on 



is/are a) □ accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 



Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

,w „ n is- a)D approved b)D disapproved by the Examiner 

1 1 )□ The proposed drawing correction filed on is* d ^ ,u 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 
1 2)D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119 and 120 

13 ,S Ac'nowiedgement is made of a Cairn for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. I 1 19.a.-.d. or (f). 

a)D All b)D Some* c)D None of: 

1 . □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2 □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. ■ 

3 □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents '^e b een received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
*See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not rece.ved. 

14) D Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e). 
a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) D Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§120 and/or 121. 

Attachment(s) papef ^ 

1 1 Ey! Notice ol References Cited (PTO-892) ^ 

■ Q ,d™ QAfli 51 f~l Notice of Informal Patent Application (PT0-152) 

2) □ Notice of Dreftspersons Patent Drawing Revtew (PT0-948) »» LJ "ouw ^ 

3) □ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PT0-U49) Paper NoM. 6> D ^ 
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Office Action Summary 



Part of Paper No. 1 1 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Applicant's election without traverse of of group I in Paper No. 9is acknowledged. 
2. 

Drawings 

This application has been filed with informal drawings which are acceptable for 
examination purposes only. Formal drawings are required with the response to this office action. 
There is objectional textural material in the figures and multicolored. 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the subject 
matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. Claim 1 is rejected as failing to define the invention in the manner required by 35 U.S.C. 
112, second paragraph. 

The claim(s) are narrative in form and replete with indefinite and functional or operational 
language. The structure which goes to make up the device must be clearly and positively 
specified. The structure must be organized and correlated in such a manner as to present a 
complete operative device. The claim(s) must be in one sentence form only. Note the format of 
the claims in the patent(s) cited. 
The claim is also alternative 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
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5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. § 102 that form 
the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless -- . 
(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign 
country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of 
application for patent in the United States. 

6. Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being clearly anticipated by Hibbs et al 
(5810284). 



7. Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being clearly anticipated by Aker et al 
(3616334). 

.8. The specification has not been checked to the extent necessary to determine the presence 
of all possible minor errors. Applicant's cooperation is requested in correcting any errors of 
which applicant may become aware in the specification. 

9. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 
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10. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communication from the examiner 
should be directed to Galen Barefoot whose telephone number is (703) 308-2567 and fax no. 
(703) 305-7687. 

May 19, 2003 



Galen Barefoot 
Primary Examiner 
Technology Center 3644 




